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Town of Trenton 

Master Plan for Recreational Trails 
Adopted  April 18, 2007 

 
I.  INTRODUCTION 

 
1.  Town of Trenton Community Profile 
The Town of Trenton is considered a rural community of about 4,500 residents and is located 
approximately nine miles north of Interstate 90 near Utica, NY.  The town is very near the 
southern border of the Adirondack Park “Blue Line.”  Abundant open space, pristine waterways, 
forested hills, working farms, and historic villages characterize the environment.  The quality of 
its resident’s lives depends on this rural character, and the long term strength of the town’s 
economic vitality lies in the preservation and maintenance of the natural landscape.  
 
A most impressive natural feature of the town is the Trenton Falls Gorge that runs approximately 
two miles from the Prospect Gorge basin to Trenton Falls hamlet carrying the West Canada 
Creek, dropping a total of 300 vertical feet within that span.  
 
The gorge and waterfalls now run relatively silent most of the year because much of the stream 
flow is diverted to two hydroelectric projects.  In the late 1800’s, this gorge and its series of 
cataracts was considered a rival to the mighty Niagara Falls and was a popular resort retreat 
destination for many visitors and dignitaries. 
 
The town contains a network of railroad right of ways, electrical transmission right of ways, 
county water supply system right of ways, and a feeder canal system for the New York State Erie 
Canal.  These pathways and greenways present an extraordinary opportunity to create a town-
wide trail network linking villages, public parks, waterways, the Trenton Greenbelt, and cultural 
and historic sites. 
 
2.  Town of Trenton Master Plan 
The Town of Trenton Master Plan, October 8, 1997, contains several direct references to the 
importance of creating and maintaining a community trail system.  In addition, there are an 
abundance of references to the contribution our natural environment makes to the quality of life 
within the Township.  Although this second category of references does not explicitly mention a 
trail system, it could easily be argued that the value of that natural environment is greatly 
increased when the largest possible segment of the population has ready access to its beauty.  
The best way to provide such access, without unduly endangering the ecology, would be through 
a well-designed and maintained trail system.  Listed in the Appendix (with applicable page 
numbers) are significant references to the Town Master Plan. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Page 2 of 11 

 
 
II.   RECREATIONAL TRAIL MASTER PLAN 

 
1.  What Does the Plan Say? 
This plan describes existing trails and near-term and far-term proposals for extensions and 
enhancements to those existing trails.  The plan envisions a multi-use linked trail system that 
incorporates existing trail segments and greenways into a complete network that would 
ultimately connect the town’s three villages and three hamlets.  The purpose of the trail system is 
to improve public safety for pedestrians, bicycle traffic, etc. and provide community-wide access 
to a significant recreational and environmental resource.  This plan is a clear vision for the 
future.  The plan provides prioritized recommendations for additional trail segments that will 
interconnect those trails already in place.  This will lead to the overall multiuse trail network 
objective.  In conjunction with this plan, a map (“Recreational Trails of the Town of Trenton”) 
has been prepared by the Tug Hill Commission to provide visual references to existing trails, 
recreational facilities, and other prominent features such as roadways, rights of way, streams and 
ponds.  The map shows approved snowmobile routes as well.  Most important, the map shows 
“Proposed Trail” additions for the near-term and “Envisioned Trails” for the far-term.  
 
2.  What Use is the Plan? 
This trail plan provides guidance and background for making informed land use decisions.  
Without a plan, significant opportunities to improve the town and preserve and enhance its 
natural assets are missed.  The plan also provides a first line of defense against undesirable 
changes to the town.  Described below are some of the common opportunities and situations that 
periodically present themselves. 
 

a.  Grants 
Throughout the year the Town is presented with opportunities to secure grant moneys or to make 
property decisions that benefit the overall community.  Timely grant applications cannot be 
made without a master plan in place.   
 

b.  Public Works Projects 
When the state and other government agencies plan and budget public works projects, 
community assets like trailways receive serious attention.  For example, the Herkimer Oneida 
County Transportation Study (HOCTS) and it’s associated Transportation Improvement Program 
(TIP) and Transportation Enhancement Program (TEP), include significant funding for multi use 
trails and bikeways.  Multi use can include anything from bicycles, horseback riding, 
snowmobiles, skiing, snowshoeing, running, hiking, walking, etc. 
 

c.  Other Opportunities 
 Other opportunities and situations also come up.  Examples are- abandoned rights of way and 
property, land trust agreements, major capital projects, proposals for major commercial and 
residential developments, and opportunities to acquire property for significant scenic, historical, 
or recreational value and preservation, etc.     
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3.  What are the Community Benefits? 
Communities throughout the country are finding that the benefits realized from trail 
systems are very positive.  Local communities are putting high priority on the 
development of recreational trails.  A trail system will be a permanent asset that will 
grow in value over time.  A trail network provides the community with exceptional 
recreational opportunities and promotes appreciation for the natural resources offered 
within the town as well.  Quality of life for the residents will be increased by offering 
these added recreational opportunities.  Conservation easements created within this trail 
system will protect the open green space from uncontrolled urban sprawl pressure.  A 
greater sense of neighborhood togetherness and pride will be an added benefit.  Studies 
show that communities with trail systems attract residents that value the natural 
environment, discourage arbitrary unplanned development, and participate in protecting 
and enriching environmental resources for the benefit of all.  Property values are 
generally stronger and more stable in communities with trails.  

 
Sense of place -- Trails and greenways can improve the quality and enhance the character 
of communities. They provide friendly places to meet and socialize with neighbors and 
can be a source of neighborhood, community, and regional pride. Trails and greenways 
are becoming the new "front porches" of many communities.  The trail system becomes a 
source of common community pride as citizens develop a feeling of ownership of their 
trail system.  
 
 

III.  TOWN OF TRENTON TRAILS (Existing)  
 
1.  Public Trails and Walking Paths in the Town of Trenton 
 
 a.  Trenton Greenbelt 
These trails were opened in 1994 and are very popular with local families for hiking, cross-
country skiing and nature interpretation.  The trails are located off of Woods Road.  The 
greenbelt is a combination of public and private lands protected from development pressures by 
a variety of conservation easements and trust agreements.  The private conservation easements 
were designed by the Tug Hill Tomorrow Land Trust for the benefit of the participating 
landowners.  The Greenbelt offers activities and programs through the year for nature education 
and family recreation. 
 
 b.  Stan Smith Nature Trail 
The “Stanley L. Smith Nature Trail Bird Sanctuary” includes a pristine wooded nature trail and 
is located on Holland Patent School District property behind (west of) the Holland Patent High 
School.  The trail is named for a former Superintendent of Schools.  The trail passes through a 
rare example of high canopy mature forest and contains an excellent habitat for an assortment of 
native indigenous plants.  The proximity of trail area to the high school allows science teachers 
an excellent on-site resource for learning enrichment. 
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c.  Fernwood Trail 
This trail is located off the Trenton Falls- Prospect Road just south of Prospect Village.  The trail 
is located on property occupied by the Mohawk Valley Water Authority.  The wooded trail 
provides access to an unusual concentration and variety of woodland ferns. 
 
 d.  Canal Feeder Canalway Trail 
New York State Canal property begins at Morgan Dam on the West Canada Creek in Trenton 
Falls hamlet and runs south southwest about six miles to the Nine Mile Creek near Powell Road.  
The town received a Use and Occupancy Permit from the Canal Corporation in 2006 (Permit No. 
C23108, Plate No. 5018) for a recreational trail on the canal property.  Start up funding for the 
trail was obtained from the American Greenways Kodak Award Program.  The canal property 
runs along both sides of the feeder waterway.  For planning and identification purposes, the 
property is divided into six segments.  Segments 5 and 6 at the south end have been developed 
for use.  Segment 5 heads north then east from Powell Road to NY Route 12.  Segment 6 begins 
on the opposite side (south side) of Powell Rd and continues to a long, steep spillway.  
Ultimately, Section 6 will continue to the bottom of the spillway and on to the Nine Mile Creek. 
  
 e.  Trenton Town Park Trail 
This trail provides foot or bike path access from Rt. 365 in the Village of Barneveld to the Town 
Park on Fish Hatchery Road.  The Town Park includes a swimming area, lighted sport fields, and 
picnic pavilions.  The trail passes through a wetland and provides access to the Steuben Creek 
trout stream.  The Park Trail joins the Vallonia Trail at Rt. 365 in the village. 

 
f.  Vallonia Bridge Trail 

This trail provides a connection from the Town of Trenton Municipal Center near NYS Route 12 
to Barneveld Village.  The Vallonia Bridge was dedicated in 2002 and crosses the Cincinnati 
Creek at its confluence with the Steuben Creek.  The trail proceeds through the village, past 
historic Unity Hall, the village park, and then behind the Barneveld Library.  From there it 
follows Steuben Creek upstream and proceeds west to connect with the Trenton Town Park Trail 
at Rt. 365. 
 

g.  Holland Patent Village to High School Walkway 
This was a joint project between the town and school district to construct a walkway to provide 
safe pedestrian access from the village of Holland Patent, across State Route 365, then to and 
from the high school campus located north of the village.  This walkway also provides access to 
popular school recreational facilities, including the Stan Smith Nature Trail as well as the Town 
of Trenton Tennis Courts, which are co-located with the high school property. 
 
 h.  High School Cross Country Trails 
These trails are located on the east side of the High School property and are available for public 
use.  The trails are used for running, athletic events, and cross-country skiing. 
 
 i.  Central Adirondack Trail Scenic Byway 
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The 153-mile roadway received official designation as part of the New York State Byway 
System in 1992.  The route begins at Fort Stanwix in Rome, transverses the Town of Trenton by 
way of Rt. 365 in Holland Patent and proceeds into Barneveld.  From there the trail follows Rt. 
12 on to Remsen and then into the central Adirondacks.  The Byway Corridor Management Plan 
includes references to recreational and historical sights along the trail. 
 
 j.  Designated New York Highway Bike Routes 12 and 28 
These routes and attractions are described on the Herkimer-Oneida County Bicycle Touring 
Map. 
   
2.  Private Trails in the Town of Trenton 
 
 a.  Trenton Fish and Game Club Trails 
These trails are on private property.  A local cross country ski club and the Holland Patent Ski 
Team are given permission to use the trails for training purposes.  These trails are usually 
restricted due to target practice at ranges located near the trails. 
 
 b.  Trenton Falls Scenic Trail 
This trail lies just east of Rt. 12 at the north end of the hamlet of Trenton Falls on the west side 
of the historic West Canada Creek gorge.  Following considerable public input facilitated by the 
Town of Trenton, Brookfield Power developed a scenic trail on their property.  Brookfield’s 
hydroelectric power generation facilities are located here.  The trail was opened for limited 
public access in 2004 and contains scenic trails, historical sites, exceptional waterfall overlooks 
and a picnic grove.  The trail is opened to the public on four selected weekends each year.  The 
gorge trail opening schedules are posted on the Town of Trenton website  <town.trenton.ny.us> 
 
3.  Snowmobile Trails 
Snowmobile trails are administered by the New York State Office of Parks Recreation and 
Historical Preservation (OPRHP).  The New York State Snowmobile Association (NYSSA) 
coordinates documentation of official snowmobile trails for local clubs and associations.  Trails 
in the Town of Trenton are managed by the Penn Mountain Snow Riders club.  The town is 
exploring ways to provide dual use for selected segments of recreational trails and snowmobile 
trails for the mutual benefit of all concerned. 
 
4. The Adirondack Scenic Railroad 
The railroad is owned by New York State and the operation is run by the not-for-profit, 
Adirondack Railway Preservation Society (www.adirondackrr.com).  This organization 
is restoring the full 141-mile railroad corridor from Utica to Lake Placid. Adirondack 
Scenic Railroad now departs Utica for Old Forge from two to four days per week with an 
all-day excursion with stops in Holland Patent and points north.  Operation of this scenic 
train with a stop at the recently restored historic Holland Patent railway depot presents a 
unique opportunity for bikers and hikers alike to have access to other trail systems in our 
local area.  Examples are the Canalway Trail in Utica to the south and the TOBIE trail in 
Old Forge.  Effort should be made to encourage the railway to become user-friendly to 
hiking and biking enthusiasts. 
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IV.  VISION FOR TRENTON TOWN TRAILS   

 
1.  Ultimate Goals  
 
a.  Create a safe, beneficial pedestrian and multi-use trail network between the Villages (3) & 
Hamlets (3) of the Town of Trenton: (Hinckley – Prospect - Trenton Falls - Barneveld - Holland 
Patent - South Trenton) 
 
b.  Create Trail-to-Trail links- e.g., Greenbelt Trails to Canal Feeder Trail 
 
c.  Create trail access to recreational facilities, cultural sites, and commercial locations: 
(Playgrounds, Schools, Parks, Libraries, Recreation Centers, Fishing Access Sites, Waterways, 
Shops and Markets) 
 
d.  Create Waterway Trails:  (Provide access, parking, and launch facilities for canoes, kayaks, 
float tubes, etc. as well as fishing access) 
 
 
2.  Proposed Trail Additions (Near-Term) 
 
a.  Link Trenton Greenbelt Trails to Holland Patent Village and Adirondack Railway Depot 
b.  Link Trenton Greenbelt Trails to Canal Feeder Trail (at Segment 5)  
c.  Extend Fernwood Trail to Prospect Village Park 
d.  Link Vallonia Trail in Barneveld Village to Canal Feeder Trail (at Segment 1) and Trenton 

Falls Scenic Trail in Trenton Falls (Redmond Hills Trail) 
e.  Extend Canal Feeder Trail (Segment 6) to the Nine Mile Creek. 
f.  Open Segment 3 of the Canal Feeder Trail (Rt. 28 to North Gage Road) 
 
 
3.  Envisioned Trail Additions (Far-Term) 
 
a.  Extend Fernwood Trail to Trenton Falls hamlet and Canal Feeder Trail. 
b.  Integrate all Canal Feeder Trail Segments 
 
4.  Trail Enhancement and Planning Development 
 
a.  Create interpretive material and implement information kiosks at trail locations. 
b.  Use GPS/GIS technology to accurately map all trails (Existing, Proposed and Envisioned). 
c.  Include trail information on the Town website. 
d.  Incorporate trail information and planning documentation into the Herkimer Oneida County 
Transportation Study (HOCTS). 
e.  Participate in seminars and workshops that provide guidance on trail planning and funding 
opportunities. 
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f.  Coordinate trail development and planning ideas with town committees.             
 
 
V.   GENERAL INFORMATION AND RESOURCES 

 
1.  Resources Available for Recreational Trails 
 
a.  Public Lands and Property- 
  New York State Canal Corporation 
 Holland Patent School District 
  Town of Trenton property 
 Oneida County Highway Department property 
 Unused roads (Qualified Abandoned) 
 Mohawk Valley Water Authority  <mvwa.us> 
 Seasonal Roads 
 
b.  Private property- 
 Trenton Fish and Game Club 
 Land Trust & Conservation Easement Agreements [In August 2006 Congress passed 
legislation that increased the benefit for donations of conservation easements.] 
 
c.  Industrial and commercial properties- 
 Brookfield Power 
 Railroad beds 
 Utilities rights of way (National Grid) 
 
d.  Waterways- 
 Steuben Creek 
 West Canada Creek 
 Cincinnati Creek 

Canal Feeder 
Prospect Pond 
Nine Mile Creek 

 
 
2.  Public Authorities & Programs 
 
Herkimer-Oneida Counties Comprehensive Planning Program   <oneidacounty.org> 
Tug Hill Tomorrow Land Trust <tughilltomorrowlandtrust.org> 
2003 Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan  <nysparks.com/agency/scorp> 
Tug Hill Commission  <tughill.org> 
NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation      <nysparks.state.ny.us> 
NYS Association of Conservation Commissions  <nysaccny.org> 
New York State Canal Corporation <canals.state.ny.us> 
Transportation Equity Act (TEA)   <fhwa.dot.gov/Tea21> 
Federal Transportation Enhancements Program   <enhancements.org> 
 
3.  Other Resources & Organizations 
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Parks and Trails New York <ptny.org>         Adirondack Mountain Club <adk.org> 
Mohawk Valley Historical Corridor Commission <mohawkvalleyheritage.com> 
Rails-to-Trails Conservancy <railtrails.org> 
Canalway Trails Association of New York <ptny.org/canalway>  
Iroquois Land Enhancement and Acquisition Fund (LEAF) <iroquois.com> 
Bikes Belong Coalition <bikesbelong.org>      New York Bicycle Coalition <nybc.net> 
American Trails <americantrails.org>             Bike Adirondacks <bikeadirondacks.org> 
Adventure Cycling Association  <adv-cycling.org> 
New York Parks and Conservation Association  <nypca.org>  (“TrailFinder” Maps) 
Nature Conservancy <nature.org>                         Land Trust Alliance <www.lta.org> 
Private Landowner Network  <privatelandownernetwork.org> 
Adirondack North Country Association  <adirondack.org> 
 
4.  Examples of Recreational Trails 
 

a.  Local- 
BREIA (Black River Environmental Improvement Association) Trails  <breiax-countryski.org> 
T.O.B.I.E. Path  (Thendara, Old Forge, Big Moose, Inlet, and Eagle Bay Pedestrian Path)  
Buck Hill State Forest Trails 
Penn Mountain State Forest Hiking Trails 
Floyd Town Park trails 
Rome Sand Plains Trail 
Lake Julia Recreational Trails 
Marcy Town Park Trails 
Kayuta Lake- Forestport- Boonville Trail 
 

b.  Regional- 
Northville-Lake Placid Trail <albany.net/~vertigan/npt> 
North Country Scenic Trail <nps.gov/noco>, <northcountrytrail.org>  
Whetstone Gulf State Park Trails 
Northern Forest Canoe Trail  <northernforestcanoetrail.org> 
Crandall Park and Fern Park (Glens Falls & Inlet) 
Glens Falls Feeder Canal Trail 

 
c.  National- 

Vermont’s Long Trail  <greenmoutainclub.org> 
Lake Superior Water Trail <lswta.org> 
Appalachian Trail  <appalachinatrail.org> 
Natchez Trace Scenic Trial <gorp.com/gorp/resources/US> 
  
 
5.  Documentation of This Plan 
Latest versions of this document can be accessed on the Town of Trenton 
website at:  www.town.trenton.ny.us   Comments on this document may be sent by e-mail to:   
cac@town.trenton.ny.us 
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 APPENDIX 
 
A.  Description of Selected Area Trails 
 
1.  The T.O.B.I.E. Path (Thendara, Old Forge, Big Moose, Inlet, and Eagle Bay Pedestrian Path) 
The TOBIE Path is a multi-modal recreation path (bicycle and pedestrian), currently in Phase I of 
development, with the trailhead located at Thendara Town Hall adjacent to the Adirondack Scenic 
Railroad’s Thendara Station. Connecting Inlet and Old Forge through an on road and off road 
bicycle network, the path crosses the Moose River, continues to the Old Forge Pond and passes 
through the Town of Webb’s waterfront park.  From there, the trail continues north on snowmobile 
trails, some of which are parallel to Route 28 and on to Eagle Bay and Inlet, where it connects with 
numerous other hiking trails and bicycling trails.  There are many places to access the T.O.B.I.E. 
Bicycle/Pedestrian path along the Central Adirondack Trail. 
 
2.  BREIA Trail System 
The Black River Environmental Improvement Association (B.R.E.I.A.) trail system 
includes fifty miles of hiking and cross-country skiing trails.  The trailhead is located in 
the Town of Boonville and stretches down to Alder Creek.   
 
3.  Crandall Park and Fern Park 
Crandall Park, in the City of Glens Falls, and Fern Park, in the hamlet of Inlet, are both 
excellent examples of this type of “something for everyone” recreation.  In the winter, 
there are snowmobile trail and cross-country ski trail access, as well as ice skating and 
public sledding.  In the spring and summer, walking/hiking paths and nature trails are 
available.   
 
4.  Glens Falls Feeder Canal Trail & Warren County Bikeway  
The Glens Falls Feeder Canal Trail is an eight-mile trail between Glens Falls and Fort 
Edward near the Hudson River and the Old Champlain Canal Trail.  The Warren 
County Bikeway is a 9.5 mile trail that leads from the shore of Lake George to the 
Feeder Canal Trail in Glens Falls.  It is a paved bikeway that leads through the forested 
foothills of the Adirondacks over a gradually sloping terrain.   
 
 
B.  Town of Trenton Master Plan References to Trails 

 
 a.  “Trenton residents have long been concerned about maintaining the quality of their 
community, particularly the quality of residential life, the rural character, and the rich and 
diverse natural environment.  This Master Plan is intended to protect and preserve those qualities 
on which residents place such great value.”  (page 1, paragraph 2) 
 
 b.  “The Town still has areas which are attractive to outdoor recreationists.  Undeveloped 
open areas still exist where people can hunt, fish, canoe, etc.”  (page 19, paragraph 2) 
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 c.  “One area of recreation in which there is tremendous potential in the Town is with off-
road public paths and trails for hiking, cross-county skiing and bicycling.  The town is blessed 
with woodlands, abandoned railroad beds and roads, streams, and other areas, which would lend 
themselves to the creation of public trails.  Efforts should be increased to develop such a trail 
system before too much development occurs in these areas.”  (page 19, 
paragraph 4) 
 
 d.  “The gorge area along the West Canada Creek is still impressive, however, and allows 
one to envision the magnificence of the original falls area.”  (page 23, paragraph 1) 
 
 e.  “The presence of vast woodland areas in the Town of Trenton is directly related to the 
rural character of the area.  The forested areas are especially important when one takes into 
account the scenic views.”  (page 31, paragraph 3) 
 
 f.  “The Town is covered by repeating samples of broadly defined biological 
communities, but there are also some rarer ecosystems present that emphasize different 
biological composition and environmental features.  Each of these environmentally sensitive 
areas should be retained in an undisturbed or near natural condition through preservation 
techniques.”  (page 34, paragraphs 2, 3, & 4) 
 
 g.  “As a long-range goal, the Town should investigate ways to open the gorge area to 
hiking and other passive uses.”  (page 70, paragraph 5) 
 
 h.  “To preserve the character and charm of Trenton.”  (page 110, paragraph 1) 
 
 i.  “Provide recreational opportunities for all age groups in locations that are accessible at 
both the Town and neighborhood level.”  (page 113, paragraph 2) 
 
 j.  “Develop a Town-wide trail system so that people do not have to walk or ride bicycles 
on highways.”  (page 113, paragraph 2) 
 
In addition to these individual references, there is an entire section in the Town Master Plan 
(pages 63-72) that details the scenic areas of the Township.  Parts of this section are valuable in 
identifying and providing reasons for extending, enhancing, and networking the existing trails. 
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C.  Trail Photos 

 

QuickTime™ and a
TIFF (Uncompressed) decompressor

are needed to see this picture.

 
Canal Feeder Trail 
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Fernwood Trail 


